
2021 ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT
VOICE OF THE FREE

https://voiceofthefree.org.ph
https://voiceofthefree.org.ph


2021 marks Voice of the Free’s 30th year in the fight 
against human trafficking. Regrettably, the ripple 
effects of the pandemic have magnified pre-existing 
problems in the Philippines such as displacement, 
unemployment, labor issues, and online sexual 
abuse and exploitation of children, making the fight 
against trafficking an arduous journey. However, it 
has also challenged us to rethink our strategies.

We at Voice of the Free vow to continue combining 
partnership and movement building, prevention 
efforts, protective care services, and policy and 
advocacy to combat human trafficking and modern 
slavery in the country. But global issues such as 
modern slavery are something we cannot resolve in 
isolation — we must continue working in 
collaboration with other changemakers and social 
innovators to achieve fundamental social impacts. 
And so, I express my deep gratitude to our 
stakeholders for the relentless support, service, and 
commitment to the slavery movement for the past 
three decades.

As a country, we have endured many 
types of collective trauma brought by 
health and economic crises and natural 
and man-made disasters,  but I’ve seen 
Filipinos come together and rise each 
time. With your support and 
partnership, I expect to witness the 
power of a renewed sense of resilience 
and collective action as we move 
forward. remain healthy, present, and 
focused.

Happy holidays and a prosperous new year 
full of hope!

FOUNDER
MA. CECILIA
OEBANDA PACIS
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VISION

MISSION

We mobilize social partners, innovate 
high impact programs, and build the 

resilience of young women and girls to 
end slavery and other forms of 

exploitation and abuse.

A society where people are free, 
protected, and empowered to explore 

opportunities without the risk of 
slavery, exploitation, and abuse.
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In the Philippines, thousands of local and 
migrant workers have lost their jobs and 
livelihoods, bringing more families closer to 
poverty and vulnerable to trafficking. A 264% 
increase in incident reports of Online Sexual 
Exploitation Cases (OSEC) was recorded 
during the first three months of 
government-imposed lockdowns. The same 
upward trend is likewise observed in 
domestic abuse and violence cases. The 
pandemic has brought major setbacks in 
multi-stakeholder anti-trafficking efforts, 
leading to rise of other forms of human 
trafficking and new challenges to monitoring 
forced labor cases.

Still, Voice of the Free is committed to 
empowering Filipinos from all forms of 
modern-day slavery through Protection, 
Partnerships, Prevention, and Policies. 
There’s still plenty of work to do, but we 
continue looking for ways to improve our 
strategies and bring every Filipino closer to 
freedom.

PANDEMIC
IMPACT OF THE

75%

reduction in OFW
deployment

83%
OFWs still jobless

3 months after
returning home

8.1%
estimated

unemployment rate
in August 2021

3.88M
jobless Filipinos

with fresh
lockdowns

264%
increase in

OSEC cases during
quarantine

279k

recorded Cyberline
Tip Reports
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380 families
Typhoon Vamco assistance

Cagayan

50 individuals
Center of Hope

Rizal

480 families
Typhoon Vamco assistance

Eastern Samar

1,165 individuals
Agapayan Para Kay
    Kababayan

Sarangani

3,200 families
Community Pantry

Metro Manila

4,725 individuals
Agapayan Para Kay
    Kababayan

1,519 job seekers
Work-Skills Connect

Negros
Occidental

240 families
Typhoon Vamco assistance

Isabela

985 individuals
Agapayan Para Kay
    Kababayan

South Cotabato

29,894
individuals
reached

5,675
families
reached

17
key locations
reached

RESPONSE
TO THE PANDEMIC

Voice of the Free
implemented multiple
strategies to alleviate
the impacts of the
pandemic on food and
job security, especially
in vulnerable groups.

187 individuals
Bantay Komunidad

Negros
Oriental
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assistance
AGAPAYAN PARA KAY KABABAYAN: COVID-19 PANDEMIC RESPONSE

The Covid-19 pandemic is more than a health 
crisis — it’s a struggle for food, income, and 
security, especially for socioeconomically 
vulnerable families.

These efforts ensure that these communities 
access information and basic needs, 
alleviating their vulnerability to abuse, 
exploitation, and trafficking.

Through the support of Consuelo Zobel Alger 
Foundation and Skoll Foundation, VF has 
provided emergency food packs, hygiene 
kits and primers on COVID-19 safety and 
human trafficking to 4,600 families to 
mitigate the impacts of the pandemic and 
natural disaster - typhoon Vamco. 

click the text above to watch the project documentation

https://fb.watch/ai25DcxFU5/
https://fb.watch/ai25DcxFU5/
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Work Skills Connect PH is an online community 
platform created by Voice of the Free to respond 
to the massive displacement of local and 
migrant workers. It aims to connect displaced 
migrant and local workers to decent work and 
livelihood opportunities in their area. Job 
seekers can access helpful information on 
available government services and decent 
opportunities to reduce their vulnerability to 
unsafe migration and human trafficking.

Voice of the Free partnered with government 
agencies and civil society organizations 
including Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA), Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI), Provincial Planning and 
Development Office (PPDO), PESO Offices, and 
the Overseas Filipino Worker Federation of 
Negros Occidental to offer comprehensive 
assistance to displaced workers. Voice of the Free also conducted orientation 

caravans to reach displaced workers across the 
province. The orientation caravans served as a 
venue for information dissemination on the 
available services offered by Work Skills 
Connect and its partners. 

Food packs and financial assistance were 
provided as supplementary relief assistance 
during the caravans. A total of 600 OFWs 
benefited from this initiative.

The program was piloted 
in Negros Occidental, a 
province in Western 
Visayas, where it has 
reached 1,519 job seekers 
since the WSC’s launch in 
August 2020.
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1,519
job seekers

14
partner

agencies

39
partner

institutions

600
OFWs

assisted

12
caravans

conducted
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assistance
Through combined efforts of our 
partners, Voice of the Free operated 
a 24/7 hotline and was able to 
respond to the needs of returning 
displaced OFWs and departing 
overseas contract workers 
stranded at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport (NAIA) 3 
skyway. The workers, most of 
whom were from Visayas and 
Mindanao, were stranded due to 
last- minute cancellations of their 
flights which have been indefinitely 
rescheduled since.

OFWs

200 hygiene kits and 
300 packs of Halal food 
were distributed. 
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community
Voice of the Free amplified its 
efforts against Online Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse of 
Children (OSAEC) by partnering 
with community pantries and 
community kitchens in identified 
OSAEC hotspots within Metro 
Manila in June 2021. Community 
pantries are community-led food 
banks that operate by the idea 
‘Give what you can, take what 
you need’ where people can 
donate food supplies to provide to 
those in need. VF partnered with 
four volunteer organizations 
running community pantries to 
supplement their food supply and 
distribute informational flyers on 
human trafficking, OSAEC, and 
helplines. An estimated 2200 
benefited from the donations 
coursed through VF.

PANTRY

Give what you can,
take what you need.
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pillars
VF FOUR

WE PROTECT young 
women and 
girl-children in source, 
transit and destination 
areas by providing 
survivors 
strengths-based 
healing, education, 
gainful careers, and 
entrepreneurial skills 
towards being 
empowered and 
resilient individuals who 
contribute in reducing 
vulnerabilities to their 
families and 
communities.

WE PARTNER with the 
youth by informing 
them about their risks 
and vulnerabilities, 
inspiring them to 
advocate and act, 
influencing other 
stakeholders, and 
eventually 
institutionalizing 
programs in schools 
and communities.

WE PREVENT unsafe 
migration and 
trafficking by engaging 
parents and families 
through social 
enterprise, improving 
family decision-making, 
and increasing access 
to the services of local 
stakeholders to mitigate 
economic and cultural 
vulnerabilities.

WE PROMOTE better 
implementation of laws 
and policies, and 
challenge values that 
perpetuate abuse and 
discrimination by 
engaging diverse 
national and 
international social 
partners from 
government, 
faith-based, private 
sector, and survivors in 
mainstreaming 
programs supported 
with evidence of 
effectiveness.

Protective Care
Services

Partnership and
Movement
Building

Prevention
Program

Policy and
Advocacy
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pillars
PROTECTIVE CARE SERVICES

A quarantine facility beside the survivors’ 
dormitory was constructed to increase the center’s 
capacity and allow the admission of new referrals 
without compromising the health and safety of the 
case management team and survivors staying at 
the shelter. The facility is also useful for isolating 
survivors or VF team members who exhibit 
symptoms of Covid-19 to ensure that everyone’s 
health is prioritized.

CENTER OF HOPE
Quarantine and Isolation Area
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pillars
PROTECTIVE CARE SERVICES

VF provides continued support to 
victims and survivors of trafficking 
through the Center of Hope such as 
education, psychosocial therapy, 
livelihood skills training, legal aid, and 
emergency food packs.

50 survivors empowered with strengths-based 
healing and trauma-informed care

CENTER OF HOPE
Healing & Recovery Programs

23 sexual exploitation cases

21 survivors reintegrated
into their families

50
survivors provided
with educational
assistance

242 OFWs & survivors assisted 
through Center of Hope hotlines

6 OSAEC cases

2 forced labor cases

11 illegal recruitment cases

3 sexual abuse

5 incest cases
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pillars
PROTECTIVE CARE SERVICES

Raising Hope social enterprise initiative by Voice of 
the Free's Center of Hope aims to prepare survivors of 
human trafficking for reintegration into their families 
and communities and reduce their vulnerability to 
re-trafficking through skills and livelihood training and 
income-generating activities.

This renewed entrepreneurship and livelihood 
program for survivors gives in-house survivors a 
chance to take minor roles in producing goods and 
enterprise management. Meanwhile, reintegrated 
survivors are assisted in starting their own 
micro-enterprises, which mainly focus on online 
selling, by providing basic business training and 
access to capital.

CENTER OF HOPE
Raising Hope Project

https://form.jotform.com/VoiceOfTheFree/raisinghope
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pillars
PROTECTIVE CARE SERVICES

In partnership with ZONTA Clubs of Pasig and Fort 
Bonifacio, Voice of the Free launched a one-month 
entrepreneurship training program for reintegrated 
survivors to help them get back on their feet after 
leaving the shelter.  Aptly named ReNEW or the 
Reintegration thru Entrepreneurship Enrichment for 
Women, this program aims to equip reintegrated 
survivors with entrepreneurship skills and prepare them 
to build their own micro-enterprises. Thirty-five 
survivors have completed the first ReNEW training held 
from May to August.

ReNEW
Reintegration thru Entrepreneurship
Enrichment for Women

The food sustainability program in the Center of Hope 
aims to minimize shelter expenses and reduce its 
carbon footprint while teaching the survivors manual, 
social, and technical skills related to food 
sustainability that will benefit them upon 
reintegration. A portion of the shelter’s vegetables, 
fish, and egg requirements is now being sustainably 
sourced from the Healing Farm.

HEALING FARM
Food Sustainability
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pillars
PARTNERSHIPS & MOVEMENT BUILDING

The iFIGHT is a youth movement against human trafficking, 
modern slavery, exploitation, and all other related forms of abuses.
It seeks to raise awareness on the issue and to prevent further 
incidences of human trafficking.

In March 2021, Voice of the Free, in collaboration with the 
Provincial Government of Negros Occidental and Department 
of Education, launched the iFIGHT webinar series that aims to 
equip youth leaders to advocate and act against human 
trafficking. Topics include Trafficking 101, Online Safety, Digital 
Advocacy, Youth Leadership and Volunteerism, and Building an 
iFIGHT Chapter.

Voice of the Free continues broadcasting through GFM OneLife 
Radio to reach remote indigenous communities in South Cotabato 
and Sarangani Province who have little to no access to the internet. 
Through its 45-minute radio program every Sunday, VF provides 
protective information against Trafficking in Persons among the 
tribal communities often taken advantage of by the traffickers. The 
radio program reaches 10,000 households from both provinces.

302
schools reached
throughout the
webinars

609
teachers & students
participated the
webinars

10,000
average household
reached for radio
program

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JKdjKkRW9P3fP10zLT5F28tTEubmkeVz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xd3Of8nldh8cfsCoRGJBMAT6nHlv_W-p/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YBEnTaxuhSOQ86qBQoSJhUBR2sya9xGR/view
https://www.facebook.com/voiceofthefreeph/videos/640257989906859/
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pillars
PARTNERSHIPS & MOVEMENT BUILDING

In partnership with the Austrian Embassy in Manila, 
Voice of the Free launched an anti-trafficking 
campaign entitled “We Stand As One” to promote 
women’s and children’s rights and combat modern 
slavery in all its forms.

Following the United Nations (UN) 2021 theme: 
“Victims’ Voices Lead the Way”, a three-part webinar 
series was organized to inform the youth of best 
practices in eliminating and confronting these threats 
within and beyond the digital realm and to give space 
for survivors of human trafficking to share their stories 
of change and hope. 

Field experts stressed the importance of the inclusion 
of human trafficking in schools curriculums to create 
awareness and vigilance among young people, 
parents, and teachers; and to counter common 
drivers of human trafficking observed in the current 
remote learning setup such as increased internet 
exposure, and peer pressure.

The series highlights first-hand experiences of 
survivors to inspire their fellow students and youth to 
become leaders and advocates against human 
trafficking.

WE STAND AS ONE
Campaign Against Human Trafficking

Senator Risa Hontiveros

In observance of the International Day for the Eradication of Violence 
Against Women and Children, the series concluded with 16-day 
activism against gender-based violence in partnership with the Zonta 
Club of Pasig.

The campaign is done in collaboration with the Department of 
Education, Provincial Government of Negros Occidental, Department 
of Tourism, Office of Senator Risa Hontiveros, Zonta Club of Pasig, 
ECPAT Philippines, Rotary Club of Manila Supreme 198, and ICTSI 
Foundation.

Watch the webinars HERE.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/voiceofthefreeph/348564617108856/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/voiceofthefreeph/348564617108856/


19
VOICE OF THE FREE 2021 ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT

pillars
PARTNERSHIPS & MOVEMENT BUILDING

Through the partnership with various Zonta Clubs, Voice of 
the Free was able to hold campaigns and webinars. Among 
the events are ‘Protecting Women and Girl's Rights Amidst 
the Pandemic and Beyond’, ‘Celebrating International Day of 
the Girl Child (My Voice, Our Equal Future)’, ‘16 Days of 
Activism Against Gender-Based Violence Campaign’, and 
‘Raising Survivors' Voices’. These events had the ultimate 
objective of empowering the survivors by letting their voices 
be heard by the public. Zonta Clubs contributed also in 
supporting the education of survivors by donating 
educational devices.

ZONTA CLUB INTERNATIONAL
Empowering Our Survivors

Vice President Leni Robredo
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pillars
PREVENTION PROGRAM

BANTAY KOMUNIDAD SA DUMANDAN
Community Watch Group

187
women registered as members of
the BK Dumandan social enterprise
that serves as a venue for
multiple livelihood opportunities

156
members assisted in
registration and contribution to
social protection services

15
partner market
hubs

97
initial

members

97  Barangay Mayabon
      32  Dumandan
      28  Salngan
      37  Mayabon Area
  2  Barangay Basak
  3  Barangay Calango
  6  Barangay Malongcay Diut
  3  Baragay Maluay
22  Barangay Nabago
32  Barangay Lutoban
  5  Barangay Nasig-id
17  Baragay Poblacion

MEMBER BARANGAYS
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pillars
POLICY AND ADVOCACY

Voice of the Free, in partnership with the 
Association of Committee Secretaries 
(ACeS), hosted a webinar series centered 
on Psychological First Aid, facilitated by a 
professional psychotherapist to help the 
officers and staff of the Governance and 
Legal Concerns Cluster and the Economic 
and Socio-Cultural Cluster of the Senate of 
the Philippines improve their psychological 
and mental health amid the pandemic. The 
sessions addressed the importance of 
protecting one’s mental health to provide 
care for others effectively. The series also 
highlighted stress management techniques 
that can be applied in their personal and 
professional lives to help participants 
overcome challenges brought by the 
pandemic.

PHILIPPINE SENATE
Psychological First Aid and
Stress Management Training for
Senate Legislative Staff
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Center of Hope gave me so many 
opportunities that equipped me with skills and 
knowledge that have helped me cope and live 
my life. Everything I’ve learned led me to 
better opportunities. 

I am now living with my family, and I am thankful for the psychosocial support 
— from counseling to livelihood assistance— VF has continued to offer. 
Recently, I completed a one-month social entrepreneurship training. The 
training gave me the chance to look for other ways to earn when I became 
unemployed due to the pandemic. I started a small food business which 
became my primary source of income during that time. Online counseling has 
also always been useful in helping me understand myself better. 

And now, thankfully, things are slowly going back to normal. I am employed as 
customer support in the online store and at the same time attending school. 
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DANIEL

Let us bring back the smile in 
Daniel’s face.

Daniel* was rescued in October 2021 after a 
neighbor reported physical abuse 
perpetrated by the child’s guardian. Daniel 
was found with bruises on his face, neck, and 
legs, and cigarette burns on his ears.

According to the initial investigation, the 
guardian bought the child for 3,000 pesos on 
Facebook. Voice of the Free is coordinating 
with authorities for the continuing 
investigation.

Daniel is now staying at the Center of Hope 
and will be eventually referred
 for permanence of placement.

*An alias is used to protect the victim's identity.

Upon scanning the QR code, you will redirected to our donation portal.
Alternatively, you can send your donations to this link:
paypal.me/voiceofthefree.
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https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=XGT5EGDEFZXU6
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What began as tennis training is now a full 
sports program at the Center of Hope 
including tennis, karate, and volleyball.

Crazy About Sports (CAS) is a group that 
aims to nurture children's passion for sports. 
In 2020, the group offered scholarship 
grants to girls who have shown potential 
and dedication in sports. Scholarships have 
so far been given to four survivors. Three 
scholars are currently in college while one 
is finishing her studies under the Alternative 
Learning System education program.

All survivors under Voice of the Free's care 
are encouraged to join at least one activity 
to foster their physical strength, social skills, 
and discipline. Center of Hope also offers 
other non-CAS strength training and 
physical fitness activities such as boxing 
and ballet.

crazy about sports
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CENTER OF HOPE

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

EDUCATION

MUSIC LESSONS

COUNSELLINGTablet donations from Zonta International and
Consuelo Alger Zobel Foundation

Musical instruments and accessories
from Austrian Embassy Manila
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CENTER OF HOPE

GARDENING

REST RECREATION

BACKYARD FARMING
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report
FINANCIAL

personnel support, ITC system & maintenance, 
licenses, repairs, rentals, networking, special events,
supplies & equipment, training & development, utilities

Admin Cost, 13%

Program
Cost, 87%

Protective
Care, 60%

Community Prevention
 & Empowerment

Program, 23%

Movement
Building, 11%

Advocacy &
Campaign, 7%

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES
Expense Allocation
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DIRECTOR
SHERRYL M.
LOSENO

The pandemic has tested our individual and 
collective resilience. Despite the overwhelming 
challenges, Voice of the Free has remained 
committed to protecting and empowering the
most vulnerable. We adopted new methods and 
strategies to provide essential services to our 
beneficiaries and the people needing our 
interventions during this trying time. 

    Along with our pillar programs, we’ve also  
    lodged anti-human trafficking efforts into    
    disaster response initiatives, 
    community-led projects, and various 
    online activities.

The impact that we have accomplished is all thanks 
to our hardworking and dedicated staff. Thank you 
for your outstanding service and dedication. I would 
also like to thank our Board of Trustees for their 
expertise and guidance.  On behalf of the Voice of 
the Free team and survivors, I express our sincerest 
gratitude to our donors, partners, and volunteers —  
our allies in the fight against human trafficking — for 
supporting our programs. Your contributions 
enabled us to sustain our work, helping us reach 
more individuals, families, and communities and 
mitigate their vulnerabilities to all forms of abuse 
during this crisis.

And finally, to our beneficiaries, the survivors, 
and communities we work with, thank you for 
being paragons of change and hope. As we 
steadily regain our footing as an organization, 
we aim to help more individuals in the years to 
come. 

Wishing everyone happy holidays and a 
prosperous new year!



PARTNERS

Freedom For All

Skoll Foundation

International Container Terminal Services, Inc. (ICTSI) Foundation 

Macquarie Group Foundation

Consuelo Zobel Alger Foundation

TELUS International Philippines Foundation 

Arise Foundation

Thomson Reuters

Province of Negros Occidental

Rotary Club of Manila Supreme 198

Austrian Embassy Manila

The Natori Company

Zonta Club of Pasig

Crazy About Sports

Veronica and Brian Grazer

Beeline Now Consulting Services
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